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SUB J : TREATMENT OF IOURNALISTS 

REF: 77 PRAGUE 0708 (NOTAL) 

1 . NBC CORRESPONDENT LESLIE COLITT, RESIDENT OF WEST BERLIN 
WHOSE BEAT IS EASTERN EUROPE, REPORTS THAT CZECH MILITARY 
MISSION HERE YESTERDAY REFUSED TO ACCEPT HIS APPLICATION 
FOR VISA TO VISIT BRNO FAIR AND PRAGUE. COLITT, WHO IS 

WELL AND UNFAVORABLY KNOWN TO CZECHS, WAS TOLD THAT VISAS 
ARE NOT ISSUED TO THOSE WHO SEEK OUT OPPONENTS OF THE 
GOVERNMENT; THIS REASON WAS REPEATED SEVERAL TIMES IN 
VARYING BUT SIMILAR TERMS. HE HAD ALERTED CZECHS TO HIS 
INTENTION TO APPLY BY PHONE CALL ASKING NAME OF 
APPROPRIATE OFFICIAL TO SEE. HE USED APPLICATION FORM, 
ACCOMPNIED BY PRESCRIBED PHOTO, WHICH HE HAD HAD ON 
HAND FROM PREVIOUS DEALINGS. 

2. CZECH PRESS OFFICER MADE NO SECRET TO COLITT THAT 
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REFUSAL WAS BASED ON INCIDENT OF ONE YEAR AGO (REFTEL), 
WHICH AROSE BECAUSE COLITT HAD INTERVIEWED PRAGUE MEMBERS 
OF CZECH CHARTER MOVEMENT. HE WAS TAKEN OFF TRAIN AS HE 
WAS LEAVING CZECHOSLOVAKIA, HELD FOR EIGHT HOURS AND 
DEPRIVED OF HIS NOTES (WHICH EMBASSY PRAGUE ULTIMATELY 
RETRIEVED AND RETURNED TO HIM). 
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3. WE UNDERSTAND 1977 CASE WAS CITED BY U.S. SPOKESMAN 
DURING BELGRADE CSCE MEETING LAST MONTH. WE ARE REPORTING 
CURRENT VISA REFUSAL AS LATEST CHAPTER IN CONTINUING CZECH 
NON-COMPLIANCE WITH PRESCRIBED PROCEDURES FOR TREATMENT OF 
JOURNALISTS. COLITT HIMSELF HAS NO PLANS OR SUGGESTIONS 
FOR FURTHER ACTION, BUT OBVIOUSLY HOPES US WILL SOMEHOW 
TAKE UP CUDGELS FOR HIM.GEORGE 
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